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NI—II — no truce in sight
Political motives complicate negotiations on universal healthcare

OPINION
Connie, said he welcomed the chance to representing doctors, has a constituency This means that even it there is a truce the party’s l‘ olokwane conference in 2007. ti()l’l§tTl1(‘  ANC also needs to demonstrate

negotiate anti was looking fonvartl to an that will be directly arteetcd b) the N111. and the legal actions are withdmwn, it it was only at the ANC's national general to is voters that it is delivering some
invitation ti) sit dtlwn and talk. Sama is unlik v to accept a hing thitt would not he the end of the story. of council in 2010 that it took any concrete thing signif ant. lfit conceit no much

Stephen Grootes Several of the other bndi ’ that haw \iould prevent its memhels trom being course, it is also true that the ANC is form. But even then, it was not the major in negotiatio the concept or “universal
,

brought cases against the Nl-ii would able to choose their employ
. it, for exanr

using the uni as a campaign tool. From point or discussion among delegates and licalthcarc" could lose its csscn
probably agree with him. Some have a pie. the implementation orthe NHl meant Ganteng Premier Panydza Lcsurr's promise appeared to be almost an arterthought. Another critical aspect of this issue is

I here were hopes last neck that there
very real interest in avoiding a court e e, the could only work for the government, that the Ni“ would be implemented the (As this reporter wmte at the time, this that it is not clear uhcther the NHI, as the

could he a truce in the nine court particularly because it can give the impre or would not be allowed to join the many day after the 2024 elections. to President lms a conrerencc dominated by plans to ANC wants to implement s mnstittr
cases brought by various groups op- sion they are trying to prevent poor people specialists in Rosubnnk's Sturdcr.‘  Avenue, Cyril Ramaphosa’s signing oi'the N111 Bill regulate the media through a media up. tional. Those who oppos believe it is

pu ed to the government’s introduction of from getting proper healtlrcate. then Santa would never agree. into law just before those polls, the ANC peals tribunal.) not, which means they could negotiate tor
National Health Insurance (NHl). Some will be happy to negotiate because instead, it will ght to the bitter end, has shown it is aware of the power of this Since then, virtually all of SA’s Finance a longtime, knowing they could still go to

Unrortunately, it is unlikely that a truce they know that most of thc discussions which will inevitably lead to A court case. issue. This means that some in tht.‘  ANC ministers have failed to embrace the Cone court itnegotiatinns failed.
will he reached, and the burning issue of will boil down to money There might be have no interest in negotiation, they want eept.'1'he only one who appeared to show The might see Crodongwana’s call for a
unive 1 healthcare will remain mired in about emergent treatment, the POLITICAL Mo'nVE to be seen to be ghting tor their voters. some support (or it was the liar Mainsi or truce conee 1011 that the ANC kno s
the politics that the world‘ s most unequal treatment or children or the treatment of ()tltcrs eontostingthe NH] have a political in addition, it sometimes appears that gaba, who was appointed at the height or it cannot Mn this battle. All of that said,

society Creates cancer, but in the end, rands and cents will motive. 'he DA is using its legal opposi- the AN( s not 100%) behind the NHL Jacob Zuma's populist phase, some kind or tnicc, perhaps a pausing or
Last \Vt'dnt's ‘ v NyulsZt?’ 'irul Pattm be the nub of many of the debates. tion to the NIH to show its voters [hill it Last year, Godongivana refused to int The ANC has also never satisfactorily the court cases. might provide space for

reported that Finance Mini er r.noch This means there is a path to negotiate \\ i|| Continue to right ror them plement the National Department or e ined how the NH] would be funded, cooler heat to prevail. To put it bluntr
(‘ rrltlongvmna had suggested in Parliament tio and people from the various sides One of the othcr political actors in this Health's call [or the medical aid tax Credo which makes this issue the Achilles heel of it

,
1y, is unli that the rich will give up

that all the N111 court cases should be will be happy to try to rind common is Atrii‘ orum, which h not lodged a court it to be cancelled, Sil}il'|g that doing so the party. it the same time, Health Minis their priv gt healtheare withuu right.
withdrawn and those involved should sit ground. Silmt' v.ill be trying to itcp their application but has said it nili issue a would be an attack on the middle class. ter Dr Aaron Mntsodledi has consistently Perhaps tht aim should it - to get them to
around industry or the companies within it alive, in fact, even the AN ‘a table and reach an agreement. summons to stop any harm to any patient adoption or the been a strong proponent or the rim, and share s much of it as p0 ‘ ble, which will

Last Thursday evening, the CEO or wh ' others will have a wry different mar “he could be affected by the Nl-ii when it NIH calm: as a sttrp While the lirst would be risiing his political career to require a political solution, rather than a
the medical aid scheme Prufnlcd, Cmig ve. The SA Medical AssuL dtiun (Samair is implemented. mention of the phrase might haw been at accept many oncessions during negotiate legal ght, 7 Daily Mum ck.

www.novusgroup.co.za  |  Tel: 011 568 3337  |  clientservice@novusgroup.co.za  |  Copyright Novus Group (Pty) Ltd.

Full Page Image

https://pdf.novusgroup.co.za/index.php/site/render-full-page?server=novus&accountid=1240&id=1000000000058861100&part=0&filename=The_Witness_2026-01-21_NTg4NjExMDAa_blank.pdf

