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KHULEKANI MAGIJBANE

. A lel‘ liwel hlll [mm “is pr'lml udrlllnl5r
tration that seeks |u tighten regulations on
tobacco and vaplng products is hack beiore
parliament-s» health committee but the
business community believes it needs to be
properly consulted on its impact.

Minister at health Aaron Motsoatedi is set
to rcintmdrrce the Tobacco Cnniml tr Elev
trontc Delivery systems control Bill to the
portiolto commtnee on health on Wednes-
day as the government presses on with its
eilorrs to align south Air-ica's smoking
restrictions with World Health Organisation
(WHO) standards.

The portiolio committee chair SihongiSr
eni Dlllumu told business Times the com
mittee expected the minister to provide it
wlm a brieiing on the bid on Wednesday
"The minister has had an interest in having
the bill contrnuirtg lt lapsed beiore the end
at the previous administration. the blll has
been brought back to parliament. We will
not ignore what has happened to [it] up to
now." he said.

The proposed legislation seeks to reduce
the ltarrn caused by tobacco smoking and to
protect the rights oi nonsmokers by implet
menilng measures to reduce tobacco use
and nicotine dependence.

its drarters envisage a law dtat will create
smoke-tree status tor indoor areas and lot

some outdoor areas such as public spat-es.
workplaces and public tmnspott.

They also want standardised packaglng
and labelling. and graphic health warnings
tor tobacco products and electronic delivery
systems lercigarenzs and vapes).

The bill seeks to completely prohibit the
advertising oltohaeco products, e cigarettes
and vape rid the removal or vending tna-
chines setting tobacco products.

However. s c [its have slammed pmvi
sions in the bill as draconian and want it
revised or ' drawn entirely,

Dhlomo said the committee would allow
institutions that had already made lortnal
requests (0 make submissions to do so. but
said it was unlikely to have ttrne to start the
legislative process irom scratch.

“(I we do have public hearin gain, it
will have to go with a budgel. Who is going
to pay lorthat7‘ rhere ls work to be doneand
the committee has other work on its agenda
Work was done and there is a legacy report
that will attest to "rail. Public hearings are
costly.“

tie said while it was too catty to tell when
the committee vtould be done wilh the bill.
it wanted to stan the remaining pttblic hear-
ings in October or November and hopeittlly
conclude the process hy the end or the year.

vapour Products Asmuaniiil at South
rlirica (Vpasa) CED Asanda ceoyl said the
group was disappointed that parliament

ms picking up where the previous :idmliliSr
tration had leit oil.

“We had hoped the new committee
would review the entire basis oi the hill.

open space lot the National Economic Dar
velopment and Labour Council [Nedtacl to
review the bill. and the extent to which the
public hearings by the previous committee
met “IE requiremenls [DI eanwsl Publii.
panicipaoil,‘  she said.

0th expects the committee to be lurr
nished with a report on how tar the pro

ce ngoi the bill went in the previous terrn.
All provinces except kwaZottrNatat and the
Nonllcm Cape have had public hearings.
“We certainly vrew the public hearings as a
lost npponunlty lot paritament to listen to
communities. given the glaring shorttalts
that were apparent in all seven provinces.

Gcoyi urged the government to “um
cherryrpit'k” the WHO‘ homework mnr
ventton on tobacco control. adding that the
government must assess the best means tor
incorporating harm reduction into south
Africa's regulalary lramework

~11te DH] is almost entirely tocused on
preventing smoking initiation and makes no
eiiort to help the almost l3rmillinn smokers
quil smoking '

Gmyi sard south Attica should tcarn
irom the UK, which has launchcd pro
gmmmes to encourage smokers to swap
smoking tor vaping. to assist smokers in
quining.

Rcscnrdh olccr 1!! the Research Unll on
I)“: liuinnmih’ of l:XCi\th Pmduci ' Sam-
antha tilby. said that the bill was long over
due
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