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Emphasis on the Tnhaccn BI“ al EC hearings

This weekend, in the Eastern
Cape, Parliament's Portfolio
Committee on Health will
wrap up the countrywide
public hearings on the so-
called Tobacco Bill.

Health activists, business
leaders, and members of
civic society have been
debating whether or not the
Bill should categorize and
regulate vaping and
cigarettes under the same
laws since last year.

If the bill is approved, there
would be limitations on the
use and sale of these goods
in both public and private
settings. Violations of the law
might result in fines of up to
15 years in jail.

Asanda Gcoyi, the CEO of
the Vapour Association of
South Africa, is opposed to
the bill's enactment, claiming
that it will forbid the sector
from advertising vaping as a
viable substitute and harm-

for

reduction
smokers.
According to her, the group
emphasizes that while it
acknowledges the necessity
of regulation for the vaping

strategy

business, it would present
challenges to include them all
under the same set of rules.

As part of tobacco harm
reduction, Gceoyi stated, "The
Association wants Parliament
and the Department of Health
to acknowledge the role
vaping has played in helping

smokers quit combustible
cigarettes for longer periods
of time."

The law would require all
vaping goods to have
standard packaging, which
would prevent them from
being shown on shelves.
Gcoyi  emphasized  that
vaping has the potential to
alter South Africa's public
health policies and urged
attendees to the public
hearing in order to discuss
the Bill and hold legislators
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responsible.

The following is what the
proposed laws and policies
aim to introduce:

*Indoor public spaces and
specific outdoor locations
that will be adjudged to be
smoke-free at all times;

* outlaw the use of vending
machines to sell cigarettes;

* simple package including
vivid health warnings and
illustrations;

*prohibition on show at the
time of sale; and

*The management and
regulation of both electronic
and non-electronic nicotine
delivery methods.

The public hearings will start
on Friday in Butterworth,
Queenstown, and end on
Sunday in East London.
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