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DannyJordaan court saga continues
as forensic investigator turns tables on Safa

bydemanding disclosure of financial records
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Fifa financia
Safa and the missing money
A timeline of the South African Football Associa ion’s nancial and legal woes

CD 2013: Danny Joldaan is elected Safa president

records ’must 6 July 2019: Safa auditors PwC resign abruptly, citing a”reputational and liability risks misalignment with Safa”
2011-22: Safa’s nancial statements show total

liabilities exceed assets by {E

be disclosed’
r /(

, c
a-ifa loan offsetting the decit / ' (997

\3/ Hovember2024: lordaan,

G February 2023: An investigator, Bart 1/
i. Hluyo and Trevor Neetlrling

Henderson, les a Paia request to see ‘
‘ of Grit Communications are

nancial records of the 2010 Fifa World i i arrested and appear in the

(up Legacy Trust. Safa does not comply \ 7 Palm Ridge magistrates court

Forensic investigatorfacing a R4511] defamation 1,7 on diarges of fraud, theft and

suit has asked a court to force disclosure of ® May1023: Henderson puts up a conspiracy to commit fraud.They

Changeling petition and a tilt-page report are released 0 all each
documents related to his corruption allegations ..

alleging Safa's governance failures and misappro-

priation ofovemom the Fifa Legacy Trust (:3) February 2025: NPA withdraws three theft drarges
Lyse Comins petition, which Safii claims falsely ’

accused
“i

it of “severe governance
against Jordaan and Hluyo. Paymentso

he South African Foots failures, nancial mismanagement (37 August 2023: Safa, Jordaan and Safa chief were made to the President Hotel and not to Jordaan.

hall Association (Safa), and unauthorised payments for pet'- nancial ofcer ronie Hluyo le /. \ They still face three fraud charges and one conspiracy
its chief executive Danny sonal benets", The petition calls for defamation lawsuit against Henderson K‘  !) charge totalling over case postponed to 15 Aug)
Jordaan and chief finan- Jordaan and Hluyu's suspension.

cial officer Gronie Hluyo The plaintiffs 7 Safe, Jordaan and-

are facing a legal showdown over Hluyo 7 contend that the statements Q OctoberZOZ-f: Former ANC MP Jennifer Ferguson 19 June 2025: Henderson les a motion in the

the disclosure of financial docu- are “wrongful and misleading". and les a rape charge againstlordaan, alleging an Gauteng High Court to compel Safa to disclose
ments related to an alleged $10 mil- are demanding damages and an incident 24 years ago. Safa hires a PR company to nancial documents
lion bribe paid to Fifa in exchange apology for reputational harm.

for the country hosting the 2010 “The article was deliberately mali- repair his image. This leads to fraud and conspiracy
World Cup. cious, designed to tarnish Safa's charges against Jordaan and Hluyo for 6; 28 June 2025: At Safa's congress a proposed motion

Forensic investigator Bart standing. as the custodian of South

African football," Jordaan said, allegedly misusingmin Safa funds to temporarily suspend Jordaan fails to materialise
Henderson, who faces a R45 million

defamation suit launched against Jordaan, a prominent figure Graphic JOHN MccANN Compiled by: LVSE COMINS
him by Saf‘ a and its executives, has behind South Afrlc 2010 \rVorltl

escalated the legal battle by filing Cup success, and Hluyo. have argued “Frequent CEO turnover can cre-

a motion at the Pretoria high court Henderson’s allegations “have eroded ate a chaotic and unstable environs

I9 Julie to compel thelrr to disclose public tnlst in the organisation". rrrcnt that makes it easier for fraud
financial records tied to the Fifa In a 44-page high-level report 7 to occur," Henderson wrote in his

Legacy Trust. Henderson’s motion which he linked to the petition and report.

pivots the tables in the defamation which now forms part of the court Safa’s auditors, l’WC, resigned

lawsuit filed against him on 14 August brllrdle — Henderson detailed what abruptly on 10 .Irlly 2019, citing “rep—

2023, in which the local football asso» he alleges are “unprecedented" gov- utational and liabil' risks misalign-

ciatiun accuses him of tarnishing its ernance failures at SafiL ment with Safa" according to court

reputation with claims that it paid ii “I have been a forensic investiga- documents.

$10milli0n bribc to secure hosts tor for 25 years, hrit l have ncv » In addition, the association’s

mg of the 2010 Fifa World seen this many govern- 2019720 financials were not
‘ l have pre-

Cup and misappropri- ance, risk, compliance sented to Safa Con ress “further

ated over R600 lnillion never seen this and transactional obscuring transparency", Henderson

from the legacy mist. red ags in a single alleged.
many governance,

Henderson’s pure organisation before!” He said investigations added

suit ofthe nratter has risk, compliance he Wrote. weight to the allegations, points

once again thrust and transactional In the petitiuir ing to a media report in 2021

Safa’s stewardship lie alleged that the where Lieutenant Colonel Philani
red flags in a single

of funds meant for Fifa Legacy Trust Nkwalase, spokesperson for the

football dcvelopiiiciit organisation!’ “has been systemati- Counter attack: South African Football Association chief executive nii-cctoratc for Priority Crime

into the spotlight, expos- cally plundered of over Danny Jordaan. Photo: David Harrison Investigation (the Hawks) confirmed

ing an alleged governance R600 million. starting in the unit was lnvestigating “allega-

crisis that threatens to unravel the 2013 wlicn Danny Joi-daau was being misused and Henderson's Trust funds, despite 3 R30 million tions of theffY regarding Sai'a.

legacy of South Africa's 2010 World elected Safa president". report has raised “significant qucs~ valuation, with disbursements unac~ Jordaan and Hluyo had faced

Cup triumph, “Arguably, only two people have tions as to whether trust grants corrlrted for. charges of theft, fraud and corrups

According to court papers, ever seen the financial records of reached intended beneficiaries in Henderson also raises the issue tion led by a Safa national executive

IIendersor is demanding that Safa Safa, being Jordaan and the Safa part or whole", of Ion Park Management Soccer committee member, yet they were

produce critical documents includ» cro, Gronie Hluyo," he alleged. Henderson led a Public Access to Development Academy, a training not suspended by the local football
ing "all bank statements from the The run Legacy Trust, funded by Inform' ion Act inquiry in February facility in KwaZulu-Natal which association, Fifa or government
Fifa Legacy Trust’s accounts at First profits frolrr the 2010 World Cup, was 2023, in a bid to force Safa to disclose was funded by Sara via the 2010 Fifa authorities, Henderson’s petition

National Bank (FNB), Amalgamated established to support football devel- the trust’s financial records, includ- Legacy Trust alleged

Banks of South Africa (Absa). opment, from youth academies to ing bank statements and a com- Claims were made by the Iloy Park Safa. .lorclaan and Illuyo had not

Nedbank and Standard Bank". He infrastructure and community pro- prehensive breakdown of disburse- Management chief nancial officer responded to the 341117;? Guardian's

also wants “a thorough and items jects. Sara, as its steward, was tasked ments. However, the association did that R10 lrri n meant for the arcade requests for comment by the time of
iscd report from Safa detailing how with ensuring these funds reached not provide the documents. cmy was I‘ ICVCI paid by Safa, causing publication.

the funds frorn the Fifa Legacy Trust their intended beneciaries. Henderson said Safa's failure to do its collapse and the loss of R15 milv In an unrelated matter, both

were disbursed". this had only deepened suspicions of lion of legacy trust money already Jurdaan and Hluyo are facing three

Henderson's motion states that enderson’s report alleged a cover-up. His petition demands an sunk into it. criminal charges of fraud and one

these records are essential to vcl'is the trust was “irregularly “independent forensic investigation This agreement with Hoy Park more for conspiracy to commit fraud
fying whether the trust's funds, dissolved by Jordaan before into Safa and the Legacy Trust" from gave Safa a 50% ownership over the amounting to just over KLI lnillion

intended for grassroots football, the trustees ever had sight of 2013 onward. commercial rights of successful play- ilr relation to services rendered by a

youth academic. and social projects, its nancial statemean and recor ". The motion to compel disclosure is ers from the academy. public relations company.

were used appropriately or diverted He states in the report that Fifa a pivotal moment in the case, trans The company was allegedly paid

for unauthorised purposes, such as itselfvoiccd alarm at the time, with forming a defamation spat into a cnderson also noted Safa‘ s to repair Jol'daan's public image

“security services for Jordaan and trustee Federico Addicchi stating broader light for accountability. financial distress in that after former ANC MP Jennifer

salaries for Safa staff'. that, “We would like to express our By invoking the Public Access to “total liabilities exceeded Ferguson opened a case against him

“These documents are the key to surprise and concert] with the deci- Information Act, a cornerstone of as ‘ by R1940141 in in October, alleging he had rapcd

verifying whether the funds wci-c sion to remove the three Safa repr'er South Africa's postsaparthcid coins 2021722, raising going concern her 24- years ago at a hotel in Port

used appropriately or siphoned off," sentatives from the trust, including mitnrent tn transparency, Henderson doubts”, offset by 3 “R22 097 250 Fifa Elizabeth, now quherha.

Henderson said in court papers. the trust‘ s chairperson positioned himself as a defender of loan". He raised concerns about gov- Jordaan has claimed iii the media

Safa's refusal to comply, he alleges, “Safa’s decision is worrisome and public interests, arguing that South ernance, noting that the association that the fraud case against him is

suggests a deliberate effort to con- sheds a very negative light onto Africans deserve to know how funds had had “nine CEO: since 2009. aver- ”baseless“.

ceal nancial irregularities. fuelling the more than 10 years of Work and meant to uplift communities through aging one year and eight months". It He survived a motion to step down

public suspicion about the organiser impact of the 2010 Fifa World Clip football \v ’I'C managed. also had an unstable national L‘ XCCU‘ over the ongoing court case at Safa’s
tion’s integrity. legacy Trust." The allegations extend beyond tivc cornlrrittce, he said= with “II vice congress last lrruntlr after the forrr

The defamation lawsuit stenrs The irregular dissolution and lack the Trust as Henderson’s report presidents from 2013-2023" and its regions that had proposed it with-

from an article by Henderson, pub of transparency added fuel to alles highlights an alleged R67 inillion membership swclring to 47, exceeds drew the bid due to sufcient nums

lished onliiic as part of a Changcorg gatioiis that thc trust's funds were Fun Valley property plii'cbzrst‘  rising ing Fifa's global maximum of 15. hers in support of it.
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