NOvVuUs

group

Publication: Daily Dispatch - Sport
Title: Queen's hold off Dale fightback to finish rugby
season on a high
AVE: 37082.88

Page: 13
Publish Date: 27 August 2025

Author: Unspecified

Queen’s hold off Dale

fightback to finish

rugby season on a high

Komani team celebrate
another victory, after
having lost to only two
Border sides

Queen's College survived a
two-try burst by a gutsy Dale
College outfit midway through
the second half of their King
Price Derby Series encounter in
Komani on Saturday to finish
offa memorable year with a 31-
17 win.

Leading 17-3 at halftime, the
home team were looking com-
fortable when they crossed for
their fourth try shortly after the
restart as Acwenga Saul broke
away from a scrum and offload-
ed to quicksilver wing Ncutu
Kepe to score under the poles.

Mveli Mqulo added the con-
version and it looked like the
match was getting away from

the visitors at 24-3.

But you write off Dale at your
peril and in the space of three
minutes they threw a different
complexion over the proceed-
ings with tries from centre
Phikolomzi Mtyalela and lanky
lock Ebenezer Sarpong.

both occasions, the
Queen’s defence was not at its
usual sharpness and the Dale
players were able to break
through the middle for tries
which were converted by Soso
Dyani.

Suddenly they were within
one score of drawing level with
15 minutes remaining, but the
Queenians have shown enor-
mous resolve this season on
more than one occasion.

It was time to dig deep again
to preserve their proud record
this season against Border

schools and they achieved that
with five minutes to go when
they finally broke through
Dale’s defensive efforts as cen-
tre Sbabalwe Magwebu took
the final pass after several phas-
es to crash over for a try.

Flyhalf Inga Mnunu added
the conversion and a few min-
utes later Queen’s could
breathe a sigh of relief as the fi-
nal whistle went on a season in
which they lost to only two
Eastern Cape sides in Pearson
and Graeme College.

In the first half, Queen’s were
off to a flying start when Mag-
webu and Kepe scored their
first tries of the match to put
them 14-0 in front after 10 min-
utes.

Dale stayed in the match
when Dyani kicked a penalty,
but that was immediately can-

celled by Mqulo's three-pointer
to make it 17-3 at the halftime
whistle.

The visitors kept pushing
hard in the second half and
threatened an upset, but
Queen’s were able to exert
enough control to eventually
keep them at bay.

In East London, Hudson Park
celebrated their reunion week-
end on a memorable note
when they proved too strong
for Cambridge, running out 45-
10 winners.

Scorers:

Queen's: Tries: Sbabalwe Magwebu
(2), Neutu Kepe (2). Penalties: Mveli
Mqulo. Conversions: Maqulo (3). In-
ganathi Mnunu.

Dale: Tries: Phikolomzi Mtyalela,
Ebenezer Sarpong. Penalty: 500 Dyani.
Conversions: Dyani (2).— Super-
Sportschools.com
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INTENSE ACTION: Queen's number 8 Acwenga Saul (in white) is supported by prop Ahlume Ggetywa as he drives into a tackle In their match
against Dale in Komani on Saturday. Pcture SUPPLIED
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