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Gutsy Marlow edged by
Queen’s in dramatic finale

Home side mounted an
intense fightback,
showing why they should
never be taken lightly

Queen's College fought off a
fierce onslaught by home team
Marlow Agricultural to shade
their opponents 30-27 in Nx-
uba (formerly Cradock) in an-
other typically robust schools
rugby duel between the Eastern
Cape rivals on Saturday.

The visitors rocked the Mar-
low outfit in the first 15 min-
utes, dominating territorially
and pouring on the pressure to
run up a 15-3 lead with tries by
centre Splash Mgwebu and
hooker Bulumko Mangina, plus
aconversionanda penalty from
fullback Mveli Mqolo.

But then came a Marlow
fightback of such intensity that
it sent out a reminder why they
should never be taken lightly.

In the 32nd minute, live-wire
scrumhalf Logan van Vuuren
took a quick tap from a penalty
close to the Queen’s line and
eluded the defenders to spark
their recovery.

Three minutes later, with
half-time showing on the clock,
an electrifying break in midfield
saw Marlow recycle the ball

swiftly for flank Adrian Joubert
to storm over.

David-Malan de Ridder, who
had earlier kicked a penalty,
slotted the conversion and sud-
denly it was all square.

After the break, Queen's took
the lead again when Mgqolo
went over (20-15) and then it
becamea real arm-wrestle, with
both sides finding a way to get
points on the board.

De Ridder sliced through fora
try which he converted in the
46th minute, but Queen’s were
back in front seven minutes
later as Mqolo put over his
second penalty (23-22).

At this stage, though, Marlow
appeared to be gaining the up-
per hand and they turned their
territorial domination into a
fourth try from a driving maul,
scored by flank CJ Botha.

But Queen's are never any-
thing less than dangerous when
they have their backs to the wall
and, with six minutes remain-
ing, centre Thina Fenako went
over for the match-winning try,
which Mqolo converted.

In Ggeberha, Grey High's ef-
fective line-out maul rose to the
occasion in the nick of time
when they averted a fourth
straight loss to Framesby with a

19-15 win in a pulsating King
Price Derby Series schools rug-
by clash on the Kolisi Field.

Played in incredibly muddy
conditions with rain pouring
down at stages, the visitors
were devastated at the end as
they agonisingly failed to pull
off another memorable win af-
ter taking the lead for the first
time in the match in the 63rd
minute with a try by flank
David Matyani.

This came after an ambitious
Grey move to run the ball broke
down in midfield and the ball
was kicked ahead for Matyani
to win the race to glory.

Jaiden Brewis’s conversion
‘made it 15-14 to Framesby with
the final whistle looming, but
the Grey team kept their com-
posure to force their way into
their opponents’ territory.

A penalty in their favour and
a kick into the 22 set them up
for another driving maul.

Framesby had failed to hold
them in this department in the
first half and again their co-
hesion and power were just too
much, allowing flank Cody
Wilmot to cross for his third

With just three minutes re-
‘maining, Grey won a line-out

from the kick-off and again pro-
duced a devastating driving
maul, taking them about 40
metres downfieldand endingin
another penalty.

Though Framesby stole the
ball from the final line-out, they
were pegged deep in their ter-
ritory and there was no way
for them to get back into the
lead.

The conditions prevented the
match from being a spectacle,
but there was no doubting the
courage and passion of both
sides as they fought for
supremacy on a slippery field.

Grey scored first through
Wilmot from a line-out maul,
Tristan Kemp adding the con-
version, but Framesby made it
7-5 at the break when hooker
Luke Didoft dived over after a
series of forward drives close to
the Grey line.

Three minutes into the sec-
ond half, Wilmot returned the
compliment as it became Grey's
turn to apply the pressure to go
to a 14-7 lead.

Brewis landed a penalty with
10 minutes to go and soon after
that they went ahead through
Matyani, only to be denied by a
final, determined Grey effort. —
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UNDER ATTACK: Queen’
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